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GRANDPARENTS WHO CARE FOR GRANDCHILDREN 

387. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and 
Youth: 

I have noted the growing number of grandparents who care for their grandchildren.  This observation is 
consistent with the findings of a study by the Smith Family in my electorate.  Will the minister tell me the recent 
initiatives the State has been involved in to help these families? 

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 
I thank the member for Girrawheen for the question.  She has been lobbying for a number of families in her 
electorate. 
Our Government has done a lot for an increasing number of families whose grandparents are formally looking 
after their grandchildren.  The two recently held residential respite camps comprised one very important 
initiative that helped us understand the issues for grandchildren and grandparents.  A total of 41 grandparents 
and 73 grandchildren, aged from eight months to 18 years, attended those two camps in May and June this year.  
They were amazingly successful and provided very positive feedback on grandparents being able to discuss their 
circumstances with other grandparents, the availability of counselling and the relaxing environment.  Everybody 
at the camps got on well.  In addition to that initiative, we have also established the grandfamilies advisory 
committee and the grandchildren advisory committee.  They have been established to help us determine future 
directions and to develop further support activities for both those groups.  We have also established a mechanism 
for Aboriginal grandparents to come together to support each other and work on issues that are particular to 
indigenous communities around grandparents looking after their grandchildren. 
What we have done so far for grandparents who look after their grandchildren is to raise the issue and provide 
support, counselling, legal advice and access to financial information.  Those initiatives are in addition to 
funding the Wanslea Family Services, about which I have spoken before.  We must develop further initiatives for 
grandparents.  During 2004 and 2005 we will be finalising a grandparents information and resource kit, 
expanding the range of counselling services for grandparents and grandchildren and expanding the parent 
support and advocacy services for grandparents.  We need to support grandparents who look after grandchildren 
in very difficult and sometimes harrowing circumstances.  Our new children’s legislation will further advance 
the needs of this group of families.  I look forward to that Bill passing through this Parliament.  It is imperative 
that the Opposition comes on board and supports that legislation, because it is part of our Government’s plank in 
being serious about supporting families.  We will continue to develop further support for those families. 
 


